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An ecosystem-based and people-centered approach
Why IOC Regional Subsidiary Bodies?

To ensure IOC’s global mandate is implemented effectively, 
equitably, and in a regionally and nationally  relevant manner, 
recognizing  the differing oceanographic, ecological and 
socio-economic conditions of regions.

• Strategic interfaces between global objectives and 
national priorities and actions;

• Effective catalysts for join actions among science and 
policy communities to address ocean sustainability 
challenges ;

• Regionally anchored mechanisms for strengthening 
marine research, sustainable planning and management 
capacities for development .

IOCARIBE- for the Caribbean and adjacent 
regions
WESTPAC-for the Western Pacific and 
adjacent areas;
IOCAFIRCA-for Africa and the Adjacent 
Island States;
IOCINDIO-for the Central Indian OceanOcean science is not an end in itself.



Ocean science is the operational backbone
RSBs in the IOC’s contribution to BBNJ

• Act as the regional interfaces between the global BBNJ 
Agreement and IOC Member States in the regions-
Cooperation mechanisam and regional platform for 
information sharing and joint actions; 

• Advance scientific knowledge and research capacity 
of MS related to BBNJ provisions or obligations;

• Ensure equitable participation of developing States 
and SIDS;

• Provide coordinated regional scientific input to IOC 
related to BBNJ implementation

Ocean science is not an add-on — it is the 
operational backbone of the BBNJ implementation.



• The Western Pacific Context
- A global biodiversity hotspot extending into ABNJ
- Strong ecological and oceanographic 

connectivity between EEZs and the high seas
- High development pressure and climate 

vulnerability：

- Uneven scientific, technical, and technological 
capacity across countries

A Western Pacific perspective and ongoing efforts
RSBs in the IOC’s contribution to BBNJ

From: Future changes to the upper ocean Western Boundary Currents across two generations of climate models
From: Patterns of species richness and the center of diversity in modern Indo-Pacific larger foraminifera

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-88934-w
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-26598-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-26598-9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-018-26598-9


• Foster a cooperation mechanism for BBNJ, 
connecting national institutions, researchers, and 
policy makers

IOC/WESTPAC Intergovernmental Session

A Western Pacific perspective and ongoing efforts
RSBs in the IOC’s contribution to BBNJ

Biennial Intergovernmental Session, Triennial International 
Marine Science Conference, and BBNJ Task Force



A Western Pacific perspective and ongoing efforts
RSBs in the IOC’s contribution to BBNJ

• Drive 
progress in 
deep-sea 
research, 
informatio
n and 
knowledge



• Capacity development and transfer of ocean technology

Tailored national and international hands on 
trainings to strenghen South-South and Triangular 
Cooperation- MGR, EIA…

A Western Pacific perspective and ongoing efforts
RSBs in the IOC’s contribution to BBNJ



Thank you!
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