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Why an Ocean 
Decade? 
…because 
humanity 
depends on 
the ocean…

Oxygen production

Absorbs 93% of 
anthropogenic heat & 

regulates climate / 
weather

Transports 90% of 
world’s goods

Contributes USD 1.5 
trillion to the 

economy & hundreds 
of millions of jobs

Underpins food 
sources of 3 billion 

people

Coastal protection
Immeasurable cultural 

and educational 
values

As yet unknown 
values



…but the ocean is 
under threat

New 
emerging 
threats? 

Overfishing

Pollution –
plastic + 

many 
others

Destruction 
of habitats 

& 
ecosystems

Climate 
change 

No longer linear nor predictable - potential for negative feedback loops via ocean-climate nexus 



2016-2017

2018-2019

2020

Towards the Ocean Decade: 2017 - 2021
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Where we are Where we would like to be

• Science based on curiosity & 
competent for problem diagnostic

• Science providing solutions
and codesigned for action

• Observing system for climate 
and emerging data service

• Major knowledge gaps, 
weak ocean literacy

• Funding base mostly 
on research model

• Hugely uneven capacity, especially 
low in developing countries/SIDS 

• Adequate ocean data and 
information system/services

• Ocean literate society and 
well-informed decisions

• Demonstrated value chain, 
resources and commitment

• CD/ transfer of technology: 
no one is left behind
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PART 1: Decade Vision & Mission

Vision

The science we need for the ocean we want

***

Mission

Transformative ocean science solutions for sustainable 
development, connecting people and our ocean.

«The Ocean Decade creates the conditions for this revolution by facilitating a paradigm shift in the design 
and delivery of qualitative and quantitative ocean knowledge to inform solutions that will contribute to the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development» .
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Decade Action Framework
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Decade Outcomes

Describe the ‘ocean we want’ at the end of the Decade.

1. A clean ocean where sources of pollution are identified, reduced or removed. 

2. A healthy and resilient ocean where marine ecosystems are understood 

and managed. 

3. A productive ocean supporting sustainable food supply and a sustainable 

ocean economy. 

4. A predicted ocean where society understands and can respond to changing 

ocean conditions.

5. A safe ocean where life and livelihoods are protected from ocean-related 

hazards.

6. An accessible ocean with open and equitable access to data, information, 

and technology and innovation.

7. An inspiring and engaging ocean where society understands and values 

the ocean in relation to human wellbeing and sustainable development.
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Objectives and Actions of the Ocean Decade 
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Ocean Decade 

Challenges

Address land and sea-based sources of pollutants and contaminants.

Protect, monitor, manage and restore ecosystems under multiple 
stressors

Optimise the role of the ocean to sustainably feed the world’s 
population.

Contribute to equitable and sustainable development of the ocean 
economy.

Understand the ocean-climate nexus, build resilience and improve 
predictions and forecasts.

Expand multi-hazard warning systems and mainstream community 
preparedness and resilience.

Ensure a sustainable ocean observing system that delivers timely data 
and across all ocean basins.

Develop a comprehensive digital representation of the ocean.

Ensure comprehensive capacity development and equitable access to 
data, information, knowledge and technology.

Identify and overcome barriers to the behaviour change that is 
required for a step change in humanity’s relationship with the ocean.

“
Challenges will 
evolve over the life 
of the Decade.
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The Decade Action Framework Vision

The science we need for the ocean we want

***

Mission

Transformative ocean science solutions for sustainable 
development, connecting people and our ocean.

Knowledge & Solutions Challenges:

1. Marine Pollution

2. Protect and Restore Ecosystems 

3. Sustainable Blue Food

4. Sustainable Ocean Economy

5. Ocean-Climate Nexus

Infrastructure 

Challenges:

6. Community Resilience

7. Ocean Observations

8. Digital Ocean

Foundational Challenges:

9. Capacity Development 

10. Behaviour Change

Decade Programmes, Projects, Activities 

and Contributions sollicited on a regular 

basis 
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The Ocean Decade in Africa 
PART 2
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ECOP publication The booklet has been published by the

Western Indian Ocean Marine Science

Association (WIOMSA) in partnership with

the Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission’s Sub Commission for Africa

and the Adjacent Island States (IOC

AFRICA), UNESCO Regional Office for

Eastern Africa.

Its production has been coordinated by the

Western Indian Ocean Early Career

Scientists Network (WIO-ECSN) as part of

the implementation plan of the UN Decade

of Ocean Science for Sustainable

Development. The booklet provides an

overview of challenges that need to be

addressed in the region in order to

achieve “ the science we need for the

ocean we want in Africa”.
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Underpinning a wide range of 
applications

Vision: A truly global 

ocean observing system 

that delivers the essential 

information needed for our 

sustainable development, 

safety, wellbeing and 

prosperity 

PART 4
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To help achieve the Global Ocean 
Observing System 2030 Strategy and 
the Ocean Decade outcomes, GOOS 
has launched 3 integrated 
programmes that will be foundational 
building blocks for the Ocean Decade.

• CO-DESIGN

• COASTAL OCEAN

• CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

PART 4
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• Global or regional in scale

• Contribute to one or more of 
the Decade Challenges. 

• Long-term (multi-year), 
interdisciplinary and 
typically multi-national. 

• Includes component 
projects, and enabling 
activities. 

• Typically a one-off 
standalone activity 

• Can form part of a 
programme or 
project or can relate 
directly to a Decade 
Challenge or an 
outcome. 

• Discrete and focused 
undertaking of a 
shorter duration.

• Will typically 
contribute to an 
identified Decade 
programme

• Supports the 
Decade through 
provision of a 
necessary in-kind or 
financial resource. 

• Can be either for 
costs related to the 
implementation of a 
Decade Action or for 
coordination costs. 

Decade ContributionDecade ActivityDecade ProjectDecade Programme

Hierarchy of Decade ActionsHierarchy of Decade Actions

PART 4



First call for the Decade Actions (01/2021)

- DBCP Program

- MONGOOS/

GOOS AFRICA

- Mercator 

International 

(Decade 

Collaborative 

Centre) 

- Coast Predict 

initiative

- SciNMeet

program

- Coast Wave 

Project 

- Blue Belt 

Initiative etc

To be linked with 
The aim of this 

endorsed 

project is to 

raise the 

hydrographic 

and 

oceanographic 

knowledge on 

the Moroccan 

marine zone in 

the Atlantic 

Ocean and in 

the 

Mediterranean 

Sea through 

on-site 

measurements 

during sea 

surveys



Thank you for your attention


