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State of tsunami warning in Malta

• Civil Protection Department of Malta (CPD) are the responsible 
emergency management and response entity.

• There is no national Tsunami Warning Centre that operates 24 hour
and no national-scale tsunami protocol.

• Seismic Monitoring Group, Department of Geosciences, University of 
Malta : academic/research group operating Malta Seismic Network 
and tsunami monitoring software (SeisComP/TOAST by Gempa)

• CPD are subscribed to the regional Tsunami Service Provider in Rome 
(CAT-INGV)

• UM act in an advisory role to CPD 
• Discussions still ongoing on the best way forward to set up national 

warning system and SOP’s



The Last Mile Project, Malta
-led by JRC, Ispra, supported by DG-ECHO

• First national exercise in developing the capabilities of the local authorities and 
organisations to identify and respond to a tsunami emergency 

• First opportunity to draw up a tsunami warning protocol and SOP

• Evacuation exercise 5th November 2021, in Marsaxlokk village

• Alerting devices by JRC installed and tested with success (digital panels with 
sirens, long-range siren, IDSL’s, accelerometers)

• Evacuation plans based on scenario tsunami modelling by UM

• Communication channels between TSP, CPD, UM tested.

• CPD fully on board – opportunity to develop, test and evaluate new SOPs which 
will be developed into national SOPs.

• Comprehensive communication and participation network of other stakeholders 
and emergency responders established.





Tsunami simulation – M7.9 earthquake in the 
Ionian Sea

The threat to Malta is generally 
from a far-field event, with travel 
times > 45 min.
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Evacuation plans were 
drawn up on the basis of 
inundation simulations 
for worst-case scenario, 
using HySea codes
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Alert sirens activation by CPD
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