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1) Summary

	Name of Action Group


	

	Date of report


	27 Sept. 2017

	Overview and main requirements addressed


	The main objective of ISABP continues to to establish and maintain a network of platforms in the Tropical and South Atlantic Ocean in order to provide meteorological and oceanographic data for both real-time and research purposes.  The task includes support to the World Weather Watch Programme (WWW), the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS), the World Climate Research Programme (WCRP), and the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS), as well as to the research activities of participating institutions.


	Area of interest


	South Atlantic Ocean north of 55S plus Tropical Atlantic Ocean up to 20N ( 90̊  W to 30̊ E)

	Type of platform and variables measured


	Lagrangian drifters with Argos and Iridium transmitters, measuring sea level pressure, SST, salinity and sea-surface velocity

	Targeted horizontal resolution


	5 degrees x 5 degrees and continuously filling areas where gaps exist 


	Chairperson/Managers


	Mayra Pazos, GDP, AOML, Miami, USA


	Coordinator


	Erik Valdes, GDP, AOML, Miami, USA


	Participants


	Countries interested in the region (Brazil, US, Argentina, South Africa, Tristan Is.)



	Data centre(s)


	Historical drifter data are assembled, quality controlled at AOML, Miami, USA then sent to MEDS ,Canada, (GDAC for drifters)  for archival and further distribution. Real time data is also archived at MEDS. GTS quality control is handled by  AOML GDP for both Argos and Iridium and disseminated to the GTS by SIO GDP for Iridium drifters and by CLS-America for Argos drifters


	Website


	http://www.jcommops.org/dbcp/isabp/index.html 

http://www.oceatlan.org/isabp/en/
Data also available through:

www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac,  and osmc.noaa.gov/Monitor/OSMC/OSMC.html


	Meetings

(meetings held in 2016/2017; and planned in 2017/2018)


	ISABP meetings are held during DBCP.  Last

Meeting took place on October 2016 during DBCP-32 in San Diego, California, USA.  A similar meeting is planned this year during DBCP-33 in Brest, France.


	Current status summary (mid-2017)

	As of September 25, 2017, there were a total of 229 drifters in the S.A. Region, 7 more than last year at this same time, of which 103 are SVP (68 Iridium), 126 SVPB (83 Iridium).  Of the total, 66% are Iridium, compared to 22% iridium last year. (Figure 3)


	Challenges/Opportunities/Risks (intersessional period)
	Populate hard to reach areas and maintain coverage

	Summary of plans for 2018

	Continue to address observational gap areas, increase the number of SVPB drifters in the region and transition from all Argos to Iridium drifters. Continue partnerships with SAWS, Tristan da Cunha Fisheries, Brazilian Navy and GDP for deployment opportunities and participation in the barometer upgrade program


2
Deployment plans for 2018
Details on deployment plans, and opportunities for next year.

Deployments during the intersessional period, (July 2016 through June 2017) are shown in Figure 1.
There were a total of 154 drifters deployed in the area, 49 more than the previous year. This was in part due to an opportunity the GDP had to “adopt” 36 drifters purchased and deployed in the region off Namibia by the University of Hamburg, Germany, for a project to focus on sub mesoscale variability in the upwelling region.  This project was funded only for 3 months and the GDP was able to transfer the data from deployment and continue to collect the data.
Of the total drifters deployed this year, there were 96 SVP (51 iridium) and 58 SVPB (57 iridium), 70% of which were iridium, compared to 45% iridium deployed last year. One stationary buoy was deployed on Tristan da Cunha Island that will provide data during 2017-2018.
Deployments were carried out by US vessels, South Africa Weather Service (SAWS), Tristan da Cunha fisheries, University of Cape Town and South Thule fishing vessels.  The Brazilian Navy have upgraded 30 drifters to be deployed during the 2017-2018 intersessional period along with 36 drifters contributed by the GDP (20 SVPB and 16 SVP). Figure 1.
There were 36 drifters deployed in the region between 55̊ S and 65̊ S region. Many of these deployments are funded by special projects in this area, and are likely to continue in the next year.  Most of these drifters made it to the ISABP region soon after deployment. Figure 2 shows these deployments.
The GDP plans to deploy in 2017-2018 intersessional period, the same number of drifters that were deployed during 2016-2017 period in the region.

The GDP deployment plan from July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 is as follows:

Tropical Atlantic (20S – 30N): 

SVP=170   SVPB=80  

Extra Tropical Atlantic (400S – 200S): 
SVP=25      SVPB=25  

Southern Atlantic (600S – 400S):

SVP=0
        SVPB=100

3
Data management
3.1
Distribution of the data

Data are assembled and quality controlled at the AOML GDP Drifter Data Assembly Centre,  (DAC).  The historical data are available through the DAC web page http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac/dacdata.php), and in real time from: http://osmc.noaa.gov//Monitor/OSMC/OSMC.html
Brazilian Buoy Program has its data available at http://www.goosbrasil.org/produtos/pnboia.php, for moored and drifting buoys.
3.1.1
Data policy

Details on data exchange policy.
 Data exchange is opened to the community and available on real time from web sites as mentioned above.
3.1.2
Real-time data exchange

Details on percentage of data distributed on GTS.

Details on data timeliness (i.e. reception time at operational meteorological services minus observation time), including known problems, possible solutions, statistics, etc.

All data from drifters are disseminated via GTS as soon as drifters are deployed and available 

through web sites (see above).  These data are monitored and taken off GTS when sensors stop giving good quality data.  As of September 25, 2017, there were a total of 229 surface drifters in the South Atlantic region, 7 more than this time last year, all transmitting good quality data on the GTS, 66% are Iridium.

3.1.3
Delayed mode data exchange

Details on delayed mode data exchange, data centres, and archives.

Details on the collection and distribution of instrument/platform metadata

Details on the provision of discovery metadata about available data-sets using ISO 19115 standard.

Updates of the raw, quality controlled and interpolated data are performed at AOML quarterly and the new datasets are sent to MEDS, the RNODC for drifter data, once a year, for further archival and distribution. These quality controlled-interpolated data are available through the NOAA/AOML and NOAA/OSMC web sites:
www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac/dacdata.php and osmc.noaa.gov/Monitor/OSMC/OSMC.html
Metadata from GDP drifters are collected at the DAC directly from the manufacturers, archived and made available at the DAC web page

www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac/deployed.html and also  www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac/dirall.html,

Metadata for drifter specifications, drogue specifications, and barometer metadata  can be downloaded from this link: http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/phod/dac/gdp_doc.php
3.2
Data quality

Details on data quality, quality control procedures, including detected problems, correction of systematic errors and bias, reporting of data quality, feedback from data users, statistics, etc.

4) Instrument practices

Details on instrument practices, followed standards and procedures, traceability to SI units, instrument inter-comparisons, etc.

5) Details of  Challenges/Opportunities/Risks
Report details on the challenges, opportunities and risks for the task team during the intersessional period.
__________________

Annex (optional)
Status maps and graphics
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Figure 1. Deployment locations.  A total of 154 drifters were deployed in the area.



70% of the deployed drifters are iridium.  
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Figure 2. Deployment locations between 55S and 65S.  A total of 36 drifters were 

deployed, 19 were Iridium.  One failed on deployment.  

One fixed weather buoy was deployed on the Tristan da Cunha Island for continuous 
pressure data
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Figure 3:  Status of the South Atlantic Array as of September 25, 2017.


A total of 229 drifters are present in the region, of which 66% are Iridium, 



compared to 222 (22% only were iridium) at the same time last year.
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Figure 4. Data coverage in the region during July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017
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