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[bookmark: _GoBack]AGENDA ITEM 3.1.3:	DATA MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AREA (DMPA)
AGENDA ITEM 3.1.3.1:	DMPA DISCUSSIONS ON MERGING IOC AND WMO GDACS
[bookmark: _APPENDIX_A:_]SUMMARY AND PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT
This document presents the background and details related to the Special Item of Data Management Program Area. The document proposes to have a common set of tearms of reference  for WMO and IOC Global Data Assembly Centres and request to review and approve the proposed ToR by the JCOMM MAN Committee. 
DECISIONS/ACTIONS REQUIRED:
The Committee is invited to note the report and approve the proposal to merge the IOC and WMO GDACs and revised the ToR.
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND DISCUSSION:

The IODE Global Data Assembly Centres (GDACs) contribute to the Marine Climate Data System (MCDS) as established by JCOMM-4 (2012)1. The MCDS vision is primarily to coordinate a dedicated WMO-IOC data system.

The IODE GDACs were established as structural elements of IODE by the IODE Committee at its 22nd Session, through Recommendation IODE-XXII.13. The current IODE GDAC Terms of Reference are as follows2:

· receive and assemble marine meteorological and/or oceanographic data (real or delayed-mode) and metadata from the appropriate data streams and check that they are consistent;
· identify duplicates and if possible resolve by keeping the best copy of a dataset;
· make sure that the data are quality controlled according to the international standards and methods established by IODE, WMO or JCOMM as appropriate;
· provide feedback to the sources of data regarding quality issues;
· make data accessible through IODE/ODP;
· make discovery metadata available to IODE/ODP;
· forward data and metadata to the appropriate CMOC(s) in agreed format(s) within defined timescales;
· contribute to WMO and IOC Applications by collecting and processing worldwide marine-meteorological and oceanographic data and metadata documented in appropriate WMO and IOC publications;
· report to the IODE and JCOMM Committees on its data management status and activities
At present, IODE GDACs and WMO GDACs have disparate data requirements under the JCOMM and this negatively impact the open exchange of oceanographic and meteorological data under one MCDS. What is needed is to amend the Terms of Reference for JCOMM GDACs to make WMO Information System (WIS)3 and IODE Ocean Data Portal (ODP)4 data requirements optional. This does not prevent IODE or WMO GDACs from communicating with WIS and/or ODP formats or from jointly working towards standards and best practices, metadata management and the exchange data, information and services with JCOMM/IODE ETDMP. WMO-IOC Centres for Marine-Meteorological and Oceanographic Climate Data (CMOCs) could have the role of ensuring that all data represented on data discovery and access systems comply with any data standards and best practices.
SPECIFIC ACTIONS REQUIRED FROM THE JCOMM MAN COMMITTEE:
IODE and WMO to work closely with JCOMM to review and amend the ToR of the JCOMM GDAC to remove the ODP and the WIS requirements that prevents the development of joint IOC-WMO GDACs and facilitate the role of JCOMM Marine Climate Data System (MCDS)5 .
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